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columbus, ohio

AnimAl EncountEr
Between the zoo, water park and golf course, the columbus Zoo and 
Aquarium is sure to keep you entertained.

when zookeeper and TV 
personality Jack Hanna 
became the Columbus Zoo and 
Aquarium’s director in the 
late ’70s, the site was relatively 
unknown. After improving its 
reputation and attractions with 
restoration projects, Hanna 
became the director emeritus and 
chief public figurehead. Today, 
two of his shows — “Into the 
Wild” and “Wild Countdown” — 
are based out of the zoo. 

With seven distinctly themed 
regions, including the brand-
new Heart of Africa, and an 
adjacent water park and golf 
course, the zoo has a little some-
thing for everyone.

“What we wanted to do with 
most of the regions here at the 
zoo is, we wanted to make them 

an immersive experience,” ex-
plains Jennifer Wilson, the 
zoo’s director of communica-
tions. Each region’s decor is 
stylized to make you feel like 
you’re really in that part of the 
world, from Congo Expedition’s 
boardwalk and jungle vibes to 
the kangaroo walkabout in the 
Australian region. 

In Heart of Africa, you can 
feed a giraffe or get up close and 
personal with a lion, thanks to 
creatively designed habitats and 
viewing areas. Stop over by the 
Congo Expedition region to see 
Colo, the first gorilla born in a 
zoo and the oldest gorilla liv-
ing in a zoo on record. Swing by 
North America to check out the 
polar bears, and visit the tigers 
and elephants in Asia Quest. In 

the Shores region, you’ll discov-
er one of only two facilities out-
side Florida that is allowed to 
host manatees. The zoo works 
with the Florida Fish and Wild-
life Conservation Commission 
to rehabilitate these gentle crea-
tures. In Jungle Jack’s Landing, 
you’ll find several dry rides, in-
cluding a miniature roller coast-
er, and Stingray Bay, where you 
can pet a stingray.

If it’s a little warm for the zoo 
itself, head to Zoombezi Bay, a 
water park with 17 slides, a lazy 
river, an action river and a wave 
pool. Or, tee off at Safari Golf, 
a 72-par, 18-hole course that’s 
consistently ranked among the 
top in the area.
» 4850 W. Powell Road, Powell, 
614-645-3550, columbuszoo.org

Street Art
check out columbus’s 
Short North Arts District.
within the ultra-walkable 
neighborhood, you’ll find some 
incredible, locally owned dining and 
shopping options, in addition to the 
plethora of independent art galleries 
for which the area was named.

“We have the densest concentra-
tion of independently owned small 
galleries that you’ll find anywhere in 
Columbus,” says Betsy A. Pandora, 
executive director of the Short North 
Alliance, a nonprofit serving the dis-
trict’s property and business owners. 
Also notable are the many public art 
works, including the LED-adorned 
arches spanning the main street 
and the enormous murals painted 
on building exteriors throughout 
the area.

On the first Saturday of each 
month, many of the district’s 255 
businesses stay open late for the 
Short North Gallery Hop, which 
celebrates its 30th anniversary this 
year. “It’s not to be missed,” says 
Pandora. “It’s a Columbus tradition.”

Notable restaurants include Mar-
cella’s and The Pearl, both owned 
by Columbus restaurateur Cameron 
Mitchell. Hit up Jeni’s Splendid Ice 
Creams, a local favorite that’s 
quickly becoming a national name, 
for dessert. For a night out, Skully’s 
has the area’s best dance scene, or 
catch a local arts performance at 
the Garden Theater. Fancy a drink? 
The neighborhood has two breweries 
(North High and Seventh Son), a 
meadery (Brothers Drake), a distillery 
(Middle West Spirits) and a winery 
(Camelot Cellars). Popular retailers 
include Rowe Boutique, Ladybird, 
Milk Bar and Homage for apparel, 
What the Rock?! for unique gifts and 
trinkets and Flower Child for vintage 
furniture, art and more.
» Short North Arts District, along High Street 
from Seventh and King avenues to Goodale 
Boulevard, 614-299-8050, shortnorth.org

☐ COSI
At the Center of Science and Indus-

try, you can lift a car, ride a high-wire 
unicycle and dive in a submarine. Just 
don’t tell the kids they might actually 
learn something here!
» $12.95 to $17.95, parking $5, 333 W. Broad 
St., Columbus, 614-228-2674, cosi.org

☐ Buckeye Game
If there’s one thing Columbus is 

known for, it’s Ohio State University 
Buckeyes football. Tailgate before 
home games, then cheer the team at 
Ohio Stadium (known as The Horse-
shoe) or any local bar.
» 411 Woody Hayes Drive, Columbus, 1-800-
462-8257, ohiostatebuckeyes.com

☐ Surly Girl Saloon
Serving up sass alongside inven-

tive Tex-Mex comfort food and killer 
cupcakes, this rock ’n’ roll restaurant 
offers premium microbrews and local 
spirits like OYO and Middle West. 
» 1126 N. High St., Columbus, 614-294-4900, 
surlygirlsaloon.com

☐ Dublin Irish Festival
The first weekend in August has had 

Columbus seeing green for 26 years. 
Now the world’s second-largest Irish 
celebration, this year’s fest has 65 
Irish acts on seven stages, plus cultural 
food, drinks and activities. 
» $10 to $12, Aug. 1 to 3, Coffman Park, 
5200 Emerald Parkway, Dublin,  
614-410-4545, dublinirishfestival.org

Market Finds
For a taste of columbus, 
look no further than the 
North market.
nestled between downtown and 
the Short North Arts District, this brick 
building belies a modern-day emporium 
of local food and goods that’s been op-
erating almost continuously since 1876.

“It’s always been a very community-
based, grassroots type of place where 
people have connected,” says Sheila 
Hunt-Rossiter, director of marketing 
and development for the North Market 
Development Authority. “We’re very 
local, we’re very personable, and that’s 
why people come here.”

Prepared food vendors offer some-

thing for everyone, including sushi, 
Vietnamese, a Polish deli, barbeque 
and pizza. If you save room for dessert, 
grab some Jeni's ice cream, a Belgian 
waffle with fresh fruit or a few Pistacia 
Vera macarons. Other vendors sell 
kitchen supplies, baked goods, meat, 
fish, cheese, beer and wine, produce and 
flowers — everything you need to make 
a perfect meal at home. 

On weekends during the grow-
ing season, there’s a farmers market 
(Saturdays, 8 a.m. until selection runs 
out around, typically 1 or 2 p.m.) and a 
curated flea market (Sundays, noon to 
5 p.m.). If you’re in town Sept. 12 to 14, 
swing by the Ohio Craft Brew festival, a 
fundraiser for the nonprofit market that 
features suds from about 20 of Ohio’s 
top craft breweries.
» 59 Spruce St., Columbus, 614-463-9664, 
northmarket.com
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